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� 127,000 deaths a year in WHO European Region;
� More than 41,000 in the European Union;

� At least 2 million more are injured or disabled;
� 3.6 million years of healthy life lost due to premature death 

or disability; underestimation;
� Leading cause of death in 5-29;
� Costs to society estimated at 2% of GDP;
� Much of the burden is due to premature death and long 

disability in young victims.

Road Traffic Injuries: the European dimension



There is a North-South / West-East gradient
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Source: WHO, Health For All database, 2007

Inequalities within
countries too



Resolutions of WHA and
WHO Regional Committee:
a public health approach

Presented at the 1st

UN road safety week

European report on child
injury prevention (2008)



Global Status Report on Road Safety

• Funded by the Bloomberg Philanthropies
• To assess the status of road safety in all Member States using a

standardised methodology
• Data collected by National Data Coordinators (NDCs) from 49

countries
• Process of data collection has increased capacity within individual 

countries 
• Country data will be made available to local stakeholders
• Global Report will be widely disseminated (June 2009)
• Regional report will be delivered in September 2009



Key points for action in Europe

•Control excessive speed
•Implement area-wide speed controls
•Set appropriate speed limits

•Improve enforcement of existing laws:
•Increase helmet use by motorcycle users of all ages
•Drink driving
•Implement seat-belt and child restraint use

•Consider policies specific to young people:
• Graduate driver licensing
• Reduce alcohol levels for novice drivers

•Address socioeconomic inequalities
•Make the road environment inherently safer for all users
•Support community based subsidy programmes

•Protect vulnerable road users
•Safe area to play
•Bicycles paths and lanes
•Promote research on safer road and vehicle design

•Improve surveillance with health service data
•Improve post-crash care



Several preventive measures are highly cost-effective

Sources: ETSC (2003), Institute for Road Safety Research SWOV 
(2001) and United States National
Centre for Injury Prevention and Control (2000).



Conclusions

• RTIs are a public health threat in Europe

• WHO has advocated successfully to raise policy
profile

• Cost-effective measures exist

• Technical improvements to vehical design (passive 
safety) are welcome

• Time needed to evaluate their effectiveness

• Do not forget other main risk factors (speed)


